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Professor Ambrose W. Vernon, professor of biblical literature in 
Dartmouth College, has accepted a professorship in Yale Divinity School. 

Dr. Hermann Gunkel, of Berlin, has been called to the chair of Old 
Testament at Giessen, left vacant by the death of Stade. Professor Stade's 
work as editor of the Zeitschrijt jilr die alttestamentliche Wissenschajt has 
been undertaken by Dr. Karl Marti, of Bern. 

Professor Francis Brown, D.D., of Union Theological Seminary, 
is to be the director of the American School of Oriental Research at Jeru- 
salem for next year. Benjamin W. Robinson has been awarded the 
Thayer Fellowship in the school for the ensuing year, 1907-8. 

Under date of March 18, Professor Herbert L. Willett writes from 
Suez that he and his party of nine have just completed a most interesting 
and satisfactory trip through the Sinai peninsula. The Palestine Study 
Class of twenty-two members was to start in a few days for its tour through 
the Holy Land. 

Mr. R. A. Stewart Macalister has obtained from the Turkish gov- 
ernment a firman authorizing him to recommence excavating at Gezer. 
He began work in April. There is great reason to hope that the next two 
years will yield even more valuable results than the previous three years 
of work at Tell el Jezereh. 

A new periodical has recently appeared, the Magazine of Christian 
Art. It is an illustrated monthly, published by John C. Winston Company, 
Philadelphia. The magazine aims to cover the entire field of art in its 
relation to religion, and will treat of architecture, painting, sculpture in 
stone and wood, stained glass, heraldry, music and liturgies, with critical 
essays on the theory of Christian Art as applied to these various fields. 

The efforts of the American Bible Society in the Philippine Islands 
are producing interesting results. The work of translating and publishing 
the Bible, in whole or in part, in eight different dialects, and distributing 
600,000 copies throughout the islands, has been undertaken in response to 
the call of the missionaries, who testify to the healthy demands for the 
Bible on the part of the Filipinos. The government is doing much for 
the education of these people by establishing industrial and agricultural 
schools, courts, provincial and municipal governments; but it is the Chris- 
tian missionary to whom is given the duty of training in moral character. 
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In the death of Professor Friedrich Blass, which occurred at Halle the 
day after the close of the winter semester in March, classical philology lost 
one of its strongest supporters. He was one of the foremost scholars, 
having published many important volumes, covering a large part of the 
field of classical study. Born at Osnabriick in 1843, he studied at Got- 
tingen and Bonn, was connected with several gymnasia, and in 1892 became 
professor at Halle — a position which he filled to the hour of his death. 
Professor Blass made his reputation as a classical scholar, especially by 
his work on the Greek orators (Griechische Beredsamkeit in dem Zeitraum 
von Alexander bis auf Augustus). He gained fame as a paleographer by 
deciphering a papyrus fragment of an ode by Alcman, and has been the 
chief political advisor in the publications of the Graeco-Roman branch of 
the Egypt Exploration Fund. It was not until the later years of his life 
that he turned his attention to the New Testament field. But his previous 
work had equipped him for making highly valuable contributions to New 
Testament study, and this he did with rapidity. His Commentary on Acts, 
published in 1895, is an important contribution to the study of the text and 
history; his Grammar of New Testament Greek, which passed to a second 
revised edition, was translated into English, and has served a most useful 
purpose. These are his two chief contributions to the New Testament 
field, but he has furnished not a few smaller volumes upon questions of the 
text and of the interpretation. He was a man of devout faith, and through- 
out his life had been interested in religious matters. Students of the New 
Testament will therefore feel Professor Blass's loss only less than students 
of the classical languages. Since he has been at Halle, many Ameri an 
students have acquired in his classroom their philological enthusiasm and 
training. 



